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APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
 

Adalat—a court.  
Amil—The official in charge of the collection of the taxes and the chief 
administrative official of government in an area, dispensing justice and readying 
troops for service. 
Auruzbegi--Lord of Petitions, i.e. the master of ceremonies at the court of 
Hyderabad. 
Ayah—a nurse for children/a nanny. 
Bakhshigari—paymaster. 
Banians—accountants. 
Bhisty—servant. 
Bibi—courtesan. 
Budgerow--a barge equipped with a flat-roofed cabin over two-thirds of its length. 
Chauth--1/4 of the revenues of Mughal crown and jagir lands, house and market 
taxes, customs, transit duties, and license fees.  It was originally imposed only on 
areas outside Maharashtra conquered by the Marathas. 
Chobdar--an attendant on a prince or other important individual who served as a 
symbol of his rank and kept order in his household. They preceded their employer 
wherever he went, carrying five-foot-high silver staffs. 
Chokey Boat—a small Indian craft used for making quick journeys. 
Chowk—a street. 
Chunam--oyster shell plaster with a high gloss, used largely in Calcutta. 
Coss—a unit of measurement that varied from place to place around India; 
anywhere from 1 ½ miles to 3 miles.  In the area of Bengal, it usually meant two 
miles. 
Cranny—slang term for young East India Company civil servants in India. 
Crore—one million of something, often money. 
Dacoit—robber, thief. 
Daftar—an office, a repository for documents and records. 
Daftardar—head of an office. 
Dandis—rowers. 
Dawk—bearers arranged at stages to quickly carry someone or something (often 
the mail) quickly from place to place. 
Deodad—God-given. 
Dewan—finance minister/department. 
Diwan—chief minister. 
Diwani—the right conferred on the Company to collect the revenues and to 
administer Bengal for the Mughal emperors. 
Durbar—a public audience given by a ruler to receive petitioners or ambassadors. 
Durga Pujas--a Hindu festival. 
Farman—a royal order, decree or grant. 
Fauj—an army. 
Faujdar—commandant of an army or part of an army. 
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Ghat/Ghaut—platform, often meaning the platform and steps leading down to a 
river from it. 
Harkara--a messenger. 
Haveli—fortress. 
Hookah—water pipe. 
Imambara--religious theatres connected to mosques in which a play is enacted 
depicting the deaths of the three Imams--Ali, Hassan and Hussein 
Irani—a Mughal noble whose family originated in Iran.  Irani nobles had the 
reputation for being great administrators. 
Jagir—a land assignment from which the holder collected revenue. 
Jagirdar—holder of a jagir. 
Khiladar--a military title, a commander. 
Khilat/khillat—robes of honor, presented with titles or with appointments to 
nobility. 
Kobbradool--a type of gauze used to keep away insects. 
Kusbeen—prostitutes. 
Leadenhall Street—The location of the East India Company’s London 
administration. 
Lakh—100,000 of something, often money. 
Muharram—Shi’ite commemoration of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein at 
Karbala. 
Munshi—clerk, often also a language tutor in this era. 
Musnud—throne. 
Nabob—English corruption of the term nawab, meaning governor.  Nabobs were 
men who had made fortunes in India and were not reluctant to spend their wealth 
on their return to Europe in pursuit of advanced social position.  
Nautch—a display of dance, usually accompanied by song. 
Nawab--Mughal title (see below), meaning governor. 
Nizam—title of the rulers of Hyderabad. 
Padshah—king/sovereign monarch. 
Palanquin—sedan chair. 
Peshcush—tribute. 
Peshwa/Peshwah—originally the prime minister of the raja of Satara (descendants 
of Shivaji), later head of the Maratha confederacy. 
Punkah—a room-sized fan, worked by a servant pulling on a rope. 
Sadr diwani adalat--a civil court that tried appeal cases exceeding 500 rupees in 
value. 
Sarcar—Persian for head of affairs, meaning a personal accountant. 
Sardeshmukhi--a 10% tax imposed by the Marathas on the ryots, or peasant 
farmers, of an area, that was originally designed for use only in Maharastra, but 
after 1719 was also imposed on areas already paying chauth.   
Sati—a Hindu widow burned on her husband’s funeral pyre. 
Subah—a province. 
Subahdar—governor of a subah. 
Taluk—division of a revenue district. 
Talukhdar—revenue collector. 
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Tatti—window screens of woven grasses. 
Turani—a Mughal noble whose family originated in Turkistan; Turani nobles had 
a reputation for being great warriors. 
Vakil—an ambassador, agent or representative. 
Wazir/Vizier—chief minister of the Mughal emperors; a title of the nawabs of 
Awadh, who traditionally held the office. 
Zamindar—landholder. 
Zenana/zenanah—women’s quarters/harem. 
 
An Explanation of Titles 
 
Many states in India followed the old Mughal forms. Status was usually 
dependent upon the size of the mansab held by the individual. These were 
originally military commands with estates or revenues attached to enable payment 
of those troops. In Hyderabad these were later converted into pensions or 
assignments of revenue, without actual military commands being attached to 
them. The hierarchy of titles also followed Mughal forms and was generally 
additive, i.e. each ascending rank was added to existing titles rather than replacing 
them. These titles, in ascending order, were as follows:  
Muslims: 
Khan  
Khan Bahadur 
Nawab 
Jang 
Daula  
Mulk 
Umara 
Jah 
The formal style of rendering the titles for a Muslim of the highest rank was as 
follows - (personal title) Jah, (personal title) ul-Umara, (personal title) ul-Mulk, 
(personal title) ud-Daula, Nawab (personal name) Khan Bahadur, (personal title) 
Jang. However, in normal parlance, the style of address would be Nawab 
(personal title) Jah Bahadur, or Nawab (personal title) Jang Bahadur. 
 
Hindus: 
Rai 
Raja 
Raja Bahadur 
Raja Rai Bahadur 
Raja Rai-i-Rayan Bahadur 
Vant 
Maharaja 
Maharaja Bahadur 
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